
• In 2005, there were 3,632 reported 
violent crimes against family and dating 
partners.10 

• In 2006, 51,652 individuals in crisis 
situations contacted Virginia domestic 
violence programs.11 

• 5,295 forcible sex offenses were 
reported in Virginia in 2005.12 

• In 2005, 30% of homicides were related 
to intimate partner violence.13 

• There were 147 homicides relating to 
domestic abuse in 2005.13 

• Between 2000 and 2006, the number of 
women and children staying in domestic 
violence shelters has doubled.11 

• In 2005, 20 children were killed by their 
caregiver in Virginia.13 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Virginia Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence  
Action Alliance  
http://vadv.org/ 

 
◊ VSDVAA is a non-profit organization working to raise 

awareness about sexual and domestic violence by 
increasing public access to resources and services, 
educating individuals, communities, and legislators on 
how to end domestic violence, operating the statewide 
Virginia Family Violence and Sexual Assault Hotline 
and initiating legislative and policy changes.14 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
FACTS:  

VIRGINIA 

For more information or to get help, please contact the  
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance Hotline at  

1-800-838-8328 
  

The National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE  
The National Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE 

• 2,367 domestic violence victims were turned away from shelters 
in Virginia in 2005 because no beds were available.  An increase in 
funding is imperative in order to build more shelter space to 
accommodate victims.7 

• Many cases of domestic violence do not result in an arrest and 
when there is an arrest, the perpetrator is released within hours of 
the incident which leads to an increased threat of  violence for the 
victim.  Police officers, lawyers, prosecutors and judges need to be 
trained to deal specifically with domestic violence cases so that the 
threat to victims may be reduced. 8  
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STATEMENTS FROM SERVICE PROVIDERS 

◊ One in every four women will experience domestic violence in 
her lifetime.1  One in 33 men have experienced an attempted or 

completed rape.2 
◊ An estimated 1.3 million women are victims of physical assault by 

an intimate partner each year.3 
◊ The majority (73%) of family violence victims are female. Females 

were 84% of spousal abuse victims and 86% of abuse victims at 
the hands of a boyfriend.4 

◊ The cost of intimate partner violence exceeds $5.8 billion each 
year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct medical and mental health 

services.5 
◊ Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse 

their own partners and children when they become adults.6 

"Nearly one in three homicides in Virginia is related to family and 
intimate partner violence. Despite changes in law, policy and practice 
between 1999 and 2005, this pattern has not changed significantly. 
We must do more to expand prevention programming for children, 
youth, and adults to prevent domestic violence before it occurs".  
   - Public Awareness Manager, VSDVAA 
 
�Many campuses in Virginia have been working to develop 
prevention programs and direct services for victims of sexual and 
dating violence.  However, these programs are often under funded, 
and there is no infrastructure to support the sharing of resources and 
best practices among programs.  Further, while federal guidelines 
exist, there is no protocol describing how sexual and dating violence 
cases should be handled on campuses, so campuses may interpret 
the guidelines differently and apply them inconsistently.�  
   -Advocate, VSDVAA9 



The Public Policy Office of the National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence (NCADV) is a national leader in the effort to create and influence 
Federal legislation that positively affects the lives of domestic violence victims 
and children. We work closely with advocates at the local, state and  national 
level to identify the issues facing domestic violence victims, their children and the 
people who serve them and to develop a legislative agenda to address these 
issues. NCADV welcomes you to join us in our effort to end domestic violence. 
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