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Wounded Warriors share stories, advice

from Staff Reports Staff of The Courtland Chronicle had the distinct honor of interviewing members of the

hotos by Melissa Bates e e . . o 4 .
:mphi(hyy(hrisweber Virginia Wounded Warriors Program. These veterans from the latest conflict in the Middle

East shared stories, insights, and advice. Summations from the conversations follow below.

Steve Matos - : on at home. Marines serve with priorities in mind - eating
The phrase “You don'’t realize what you have until it's W A comes secondary to fighting. The supply chain must keep up.
gone” is one that is usually taken for granted these days. ' B ' Another, more emotional thing that Matos said was hard
But for some people it is especially true. - L m to get used to was not being able to see his family. When
For instance, just recently members of The Courtland i) 1 Matos left for Iraq, he left behind a wife and a son who was
Chronicle staff had the chance to interview Steve Matos, & only a few months old. By the time he returned, his son was
da Marine Corps veteran, through the Wounded Warriors : already two years old. Matos emphasized how difficult this
program. For him, this was a tough lesson to learn when was for him.
he was stationed in Iragq. ' ‘ After having the opportunity to interview a war veteran,
InIraq, you don’t get the special privilege of a shower § ' e you feel proud that there is someone making these sacrifices
or a home cooked meal. You don’t get the cell phones, to protect your country. However, you also feel much more
televisions, and iPods that so many people are dependent appreciative and grateful for the things you have in life.

Kevin Williams

Slurpees and Christmas morning. Kevin Williams,
a Navy veteran of the First Gulf War and Operation
Iraqi Freedom, missed that strange pairing more than
anything else while he served overseas. Williams
shared that and much more with the staff in an in-
formal interview as part of the Virginia Wounded
Woarriors Program.

We had the opportunity to meet and greet
with Williams in December when he and several
other veterans came to Courtland and met with the
Journalism II-IV classes. This was a homecoming of
sorts for Williams, who went to Courtland and was
a member of the third graduating class. He was
raised in Fredericksburg, and despite having seen
the world, decided to come back and make his home
here, decades later.

Williams discussed dozens of aspects of the
war, sharing both personal stories and larger com-
mentaries on society in general. He talked about his
family, and how his father told him not to go into the
Marines. Obviously, he didn’t listen and joined the
Navy to work with the Marines. He chatted about see-
ing amazing sights and learning about new cultures.

But what really stood out was the newfound ap-
preciation each of the staff members had, both for
America’s Warriors and our own everyday commodi-
ties. Warriors everywhere sacrifice these everyday
luxuries, trading them for dehydrated meals and
sleeping bags. Coming face-to-face with such a
sacrifice is enough to make you grateful for even the
most basic goods. Like, say, a Slurpee.

The staff of The Courtland
00000000 OCOGOOOIOSIOOS Chroniclegreatly appreciates
all members of the armed
forces. You do not hear this
enough, nor do you receive
enough thanks, but thank you.




